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SUBJECT: TALK WITH HIGH COMMISSIONER 

1. 1 TALKED WITH HIGH COMMISSIONER GENERAL DA SILVA CARDOSO ON 
APRIL 8 ABOUT THE STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN THE APTERMATH OP THE RECENT 
WAVE OP VIOLENCE. HE SAID HE HAS SET UP AN INVESTIGATING 
COMMISSION COMPOSED OP PORTUGUESE MILITARY OPPICERS AND TWO 
APPEALS COURT JUDGES FROM LISBON, ONE OP WHOM HAS ALREADY 
ARRIVED HERE. CARDOSO SAID THE COMMISSION’S PINDINGS PROBABLY 
WOULD BE TOO EXPLOSIVE TO BE ABLE TO RELEASE, ALTHOUGH A GENERAL 
STATMENT WILL BE MADE PUBLIC. BOTH MPLA AND PNLA, HE SAID, WERE 
GUILTY OP THE ATROCITIES THAT KILLED SO MANY INNOCENT PEOPLE. HE 
SAID THE CONFIRMED BODY COUNT IS 150, BUT HAS NO IDEA OP THE 
NUMBER STILL MISSING. 

2. THE GENERAL MET ON APRIL 7 WITH THE NATIONAL DEFENSE COMMISSION 
AND EVERYONE WAS ON HIS BEST BEHAVIOR. THEY ALL AGREED ON THE STEPS 
TO BE TAKEN TO CONTROL THE POPULACE AND GET COOPERATION DOWN TO THE 
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AND THE SHOOTING STARTED. HE HAS NO INTELLIGENCE AND DOES NOT 
HAVE A CLEAR IDEA OE WHAT IS GOING ON. THE PORTUGUESE CAN'T GET 
INTELLIGENCE, 

HE SAID, AND THE LIBERATION GROUPS WILL NOT GIVE 

HIM ANY. THEY DO NOT HAVE MUCH ON EACH OTHER AND DO NOT KEEP 

THE PORTUGUESE INEORMED ON THEIR OWN ACTIVITIES. 

3. THE HIGH COMMISSIONER TENDS TO RELIEVE THAT MUCH OF 

THE TROUBLE IN RECENT DAYS HAS BEEN CAUSED BY MPLA AFFILIATES 
OVER WHOM THE LEADERSHIP HAS NO CONTROL, ALTHOUGH HE IS STILT. 

LOOKING FOR EVIDENCE OF A PLOT TO KEEP THE COUNTRY IN AN UPROAR. 

HE CITED AS EVIDENCE OF LACK OF MPLA CONTROL AN INCIDENT THE 
PREVIOUS DAY, AFTER THE DISBANDING OF THE MILITIA (OPVDCA) 

WAS ANNOUNCED. AN MPLA GROUP WENT TO AN OVPDCA UNIT NORTH 
OF THE CITY AND TOOK IT OVER ALONG WITH WEAPONS STORED THERE. 

MPLA OFFICIALS WENT TO THE SCENE TO EVICT THE SQUATTERS, BUT 
THEY REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE MPLA AUTHORITY AND KEPT THE WEAPONS. 
CARDOSO REALIZES, OF COURSE, THAT MPLA MAY BE WHIPSAWING HIM, BUT THERE 
IS LITTLE HE CAN DO. 

4. FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES, SAID CARDOSO, THE PRISONER 
EXCHANGES HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND ATTEMPTS ARE UNDERWAY TO DISARM 
CIVILIANS IN THE GHETTOES. THE TASK IS A DIFFICULT ONE, AS THE 
PRINCIPLE MUCEQUES ARE HUGE LABYRINTHS WHERE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE 

TO FOLLOW ANYONE. AT FIRST THE PORTUGUESE AND UNITA TROOPS 
ALONE MADE SEARCHES, BUT NOW MPLA AND FNLA HAVE JOINED IN. 

THE NUMBER OF WEAPONS SEIZED HAS BEEN SMALL AND THE AUTHORITIES 
HAVE RESORTED TO DIGGING SHALLOW PITS INTO WHICH SUSPECTS 
STUMBLE WHEN CHASED. 

5. CARDOSO TOLD ME HE HOPED TO INDUCE THE LIBERATION GROUPS 

TO ENGAGE IN A CLOSER INTEGRATION AND LIVE TOGETHER IN BARRACKS. 

THE SAME DAY I TALKED WITH HIM THE GENERAL STAFFS OF THE THREE 
MOVEMENTS MET AND TOOK A NUMBER OF DECISIONS DESIGNED TO COOL THE 
SITUATION. JOSE N'DELE, THE UNITA MEMBER OF THE PRESIDENTIAL 
COUNCIL, AND ITS CURRENT CHAIRMAN, ADDRESSED THE GROUP AND APPEALED 
TO THEM TO CREATE A SINGLE ARMY TO ELIMINATE THE POTENTIAL FOR 
CIVIL WAR. AFTER THE MEETING THE GENERAL STAFFS ISSUED A 
COMMUNIQUE, THE TEXT OF WHICH I HAVE REPORTED IN A SEPARATE 
TELEGRAM. 
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